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SUBJECT: NETHERLANDS /U. S. : PDAS VOLKER DISCUSSES BILATERAL 

RELATIONS, NATO 

REF: A. A) THE HAGUE 2024 

B. B) THE HAGUE 2023 

C. C) THE HAGUE 1991 

D. D) THE HAGUE 1978 

Classified By: Anb Roland Amall; reasons 1.4 (b) and (d) . 

1. (C) Summary: During hi s September 12 visit to Ihe Hague, 
EUR PDAS Volker discussed | ' — ^ 




witn (yuwi. ortxcia±s, parixamentarians, and journalists, and 



delivered a speech to the influential Netherlands Atlantic 
Association. Volker defended U.S. detainee policy, saying 
that President Bush recognized the need to address negative 
perceptions and is working wit h Congress to reach a 
comprehensive legal solution. I ' ' — 
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19. (U) In talks with de Gooijer, Koenders, and van Baalen, 
as well as in remarks to the Netherlands Atlantic Association 
and interviews with journalists, Volker vigorously defended 
the President's decisions on removing all detainees from CIA 
detention facilities, guaranteeing ICRC access, and 
guanranteeing appropriate treatment under Ccnunon Article 3 of 
the Geneva Conventions, the Detainee Treatment Act and the 
newly issued Army Field Manual. Questions dealt almost 
exclusively with detainee issues and Dutch concern that U,S. 
detainee policy had strayed from a commitment to arule of law 
and due process. Volker emphasized repeatedly that this was 
not the case, and indeed that President Bush had taken steps 
to comprehensively address the legal issues, treatment 
issues, and underlying values issues that had been of concern 
to many Europeans. Volker explained that the President had 
now gone to Congress and was asking it to consider 
legislation that would provide a coiqprehensive legal solution 
to the problems encountered in the war on terror, consistent 
with the recent Supreme Court ruling. 

20. (U) Despite Volker ^s r^eated focus on the positive 
decisions taken by the President, Dutch media chose to focus 
coverage of his visit on the fact that, while the detainees 
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had been removed from CIA detention, the CIA program Itself 
remained in place. These stories, in turn, factored into 
Dutch parliamentary hearings on the subject on September 13, 
and prompted several prominent politicians (including EM Bot, 
Koenders, and van Baalen) to ej^ress deep disappointment with 
the U.S. position. 

21. (U) PDAS Volker cleared on this cable. 
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